
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.usplo.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/789,568 


10/18/2004 


John Harvey Leask 




9256 



7590 

John Leask 

821 - 9 Street SE 

Medicine Hat, T1A 1P5 

CANADA 



06/26/2008 



EXAMINER 



UTAMA, ROBERT J 



ART UNIT 



3714 



PAPER NUMBER 



MAIL DATE 



06/26/2008 



DELIVERY MODE 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 
10/789,568 


Applicant(s) 

LEASK, JOHN HARVEY 


Examiner 
Robert J. Utama 


Art Unit 
3714 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may oe available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and wiD expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply win, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 October 2004 , 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) ± is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) El Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 10/18/2004 is/are: a)E3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(aHd) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)G3 None of: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachments) 

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Oraftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa P er No(s)/Mall Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the specification is 
replete with typographical error (e.g: soze, fownd, wit and etc). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Oath/Declaration 

3. The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is required. See 
MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: 

It does not identify the country address of the inventor. A mailing address is an 
address at which an inventor customarily receives his or her mail and may be either a 
home or business address. The mailing address should include the ZIP Code 
designation. The mailing address may be provided in an application data sheet or a 
supplemental oath or declaration. See 37 CFR 1.63(c) and 37 CFR 1.76. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 1 objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 contain multiple 
sentences. A claim(s) must be in one sentence form only. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claim 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. For a claim to be considered statutory subject matter one must show 
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6. Claim 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. For a claim to be considered statutory subject matter one must show 
that claimed invention is capable of either: "transforms" an article or physical object to a 
different state or thing; or otherwise produces a useful, concrete and tangible result. In this 
particular case the examiner takes the position while the claimed invention does not meet the 
concreteness requirement. Concreteness in case is defined as a process that has a result that 
can be substantially repeatable or the process must substantially produce the same result 
again. While the device can make life more enjoyable, there is no evidence that the result of 
this device is guaranteed. It is possible for someone to use the device that does not benefit 
from it. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being incomplete for 
omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such omission amounting 
to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted 
structural cooperative relationships are: The specification submitted clearly described a table 
connected to a camera and TV screen. These relationships are not described anywhere in the 
claim language. 

9. Claim 1 rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required by 35 U.S.C. 
112, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly and 
positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a manner as to 
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present a complete operative device. The claim(s) must be in one sentence form only. Note the 
format of the claims in the patent(s) cited. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC §102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

11. Claim 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Siminou US 
5,831,667. 

Claim 1: The Siminou reference provides a teaching of a table that is large enough to hold a 
book, newspaper to look at or read (see FIG. 1 item 12 and col. 3:5-20). The limitation of a 
"reading device designed by a visually impaired person to make life more enjoyable for other in 
the same situation" does not differentiate the structure of the claimed invention with the prior 
art. It has been established that claims directed to an apparatus must be distinguished from 
the prior art in terms of structure rather than function (See MPEP 2114). 

Instruction to respond to the office action 

An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent 
prosecuting procedure. Applicant is reminded that the. revision of the specification and claims 
to present the application in proper form is required. While an application can be amended to 
make it clearly understandable, no subject matter can be added that was not disclosed in the 
application as originally filed. 

Applicant is advised to arrange the content of the specification as described below: 

Content of Specification 
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(a) Title of the Invention. (See 37 C.F.R. * 1.72(a)). The title of the invention should 
be placed at the top of the first page of the specification. It should be brief but 
technically accurate and descriptive, preferably from two to seven words. 

(b) Cross-References to Related Applications: See 37 C.F.R. * 1.78 and section 
201. 1 1 of the M.P.E.P. This relates to any other applications that Applicant has 
pending before the Patent Office. 

8 Statement as to rights to inventions made under Federally sponsored research 
and development (if any): See section 310 of the M.P.E.P. 

(d) Background of the Invention: The specification should set forth the Background 
of the Invention in two parts: 

(1) Field of the Invention: A statement of the field of art to which the 
invention pertains. This statement may include a paraphrasing of the 
applicable U.S. patent classification definitions of the subject matter of 
the claimed invention. This item may also be titled "Technical Field". 

(2) Description of the Related Art: A description of the related art known to 
the applicant and including, if applicable, references to specific related 
art and problems involved in the prior art which are solved by the 
applicant's invention. This item may also be titled "Background Art". 

(e) Summary: A brief summary or general statement of the invention as set forth in 
37 C.F.R. 3 1.73. The summary is separate and distinct from the abstract and is 
directed toward the invention rather than the disclosure as a whole. The 
summary may point out the advantages of the invention or how it solves 
problems previously existent in the prior art (and preferably indicated in the 
Background of the Invention). In chemical cases it should point out in general 
terms the utility of the invention. If possible, the nature and gist of the 
invention or the inventive concept should be set forth. Objects of the invention 
should be treated briefly and only to the extent that they contribute to an 
understanding of the invention. 

(f) Brief Description of the Drawing(s): A reference to and brief description of each 
of the drawing figure(s) as set forth in 37 C.F.R. * 1.74. 

(g) Description of the Preferred Embodiment(s): A description of the preferred 
embodiment(s) of the invention as required in 37 C.F.R. 3 1.71. The description 
should be as short and specific as is necessary to describe the invention 
adequately and accurately. This item may also be titled "Best Mode for Carrying 
Out the Invention". Where elements or groups of elements, compounds, and 
processes, which are conventional and generally widely known in the field of the 
invention described and their exact nature or type is not necessary for an 
understanding and use of the invention by a person skilled in the art, they 
should not be described in detail. However, where particularly complicated 
subject matter is involved or where the elements, compounds, or processes may 
not be commonly or widely known in the field, the specification should refer to 
another patent or readily available publication which adequately describes the 
subject matter. 

(h) Claim(s) (See 37 C.F.R. a 1.75): A claim may be typed with the various elements 
subdivided in paragraph form. There may be plural indentations to further 
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segregate subcombinations or related steps. The structure which goes to make 
up the device must be clearly and positively specified. The structure must be 
organized and correlated in such a manner as to present a complete operative 
device. The claim(s) must be in one sentence form only. Note the format of the 
claims in the patent cited. 

(I) Abstract: The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a 
single paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 250 words. It is 
important that the abstract not exceed 250 words in length since the space 
provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. 
The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said", should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure 
sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting 
the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat 
information given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be 
implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns/ "The disclosure defined by this 
invention,** The disclosure describes," etc. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the 
patent and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention 
pertains. 

If the patent is of a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be 
new in the art, and the abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. 

If the patent is in the nature of an improvement in an old apparatus, 
process, product, or composition, the abstract should include the technical 
disclosure of the improvement. 

In certain patents, particularly those for compounds and compositions, 
wherein the process for making and /or the use thereof are not obvious, the 
abstract should set forth a process for making and /or use thereof. 

If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or 
alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative 
applications of the invention and should not compare the invention with the 
prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: (1) if a 
machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; (2) if an article, its 
method of making; (3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; (4) if a 
mixture, its ingredients; (5) if a process, the steps. Extensive mechanical and 
design details of apparatus should not be given. 
As per 37 CFR 1.52(b), the application papers must be plainly written (preferably typed) 
on but one side of the paper. The size of all sheets of paper should be 8 to 82 by 102 to 13 
inches (20.3 to 21.6 cm by 26.6 to 33.0 cm). Margins of at least approximately 1 inch on the 
left hand side and 3/4 inch on the top must be reserved on each page. The lines on each page 
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should be double spaced to permit the insertion of amendment. The pages of application, 
including the claims and abstract should be numbered consecutively, starting with 1, the 
numbers being centrally located preferably below the text. 

If Applicant wishes to continue to prosecute this patent application, applicant must 
reply in writing. It would be of great assistance to the Office if all incoming papers pertaining to 
a filed application carried the following items: 

1. Serial number (checked for accuracy). 

2. Group art unit number (copied from filing receipt or most recent Office Action). 

3. Filing date. 

4. Name of the examiner who prepared the most recent Office action. 

5. Title of invention. 

6. Name of Applicants, 

Applicant's reply should identify the Office Action the amendment is in response to by its . 
mailing date or paper no. and must specifically request further examination and 
reconsideration. Applicant or Applicant's registered representative must sign the reply. 

In a reply to an Office Action, Applicant can amend the specification, drawings and 
claims to overcome objections and rejections as well as argue against any position taken by the 
Examiner. Applicant's arguments and other pertinent comments should appear under the 
heading "REMARKS". In Applicant's remarks, applicant must point out each error, if any, 
applicant believes the Examiner has made in the current Office Action and/or how any 
amendments Applicant has made to the specification, drawings and claims overcome the 
Examiner's objections and rejections. Applicant must respond to each and every ground of 
rejection and objection raised in the current Office Action. 

To overcome the objection and rejection for lack of an enabling disclosure, Applicant 
can argue that the holding of non-enabling by the Examiner is in error. To be persuasive, 
however, such an argument must point out where, in the specification as originally filed, the 
specification provides the necessary detailed disclosure for supporting the claimed invention. 
Alternatively, the Applicant could rebut the Examiner's holding of non-enabling by submitting 
evidence that the disclosure as it now stands is sufficient to enable an artisan, of ordinary skill, 
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to make and use the invention. Such evidence should take the form of patents or literature 
published before the filing date of Applicants application. Alternatively, the evidence could 
take the form of one or more affidavits by skilled in the art, stating facts , and on the basis of 
their knowledge and skill, establish that, on or before the filing date of Applicant's application, 
one of ordinary skill in the art could make and use the claimed invention from reading the 
specification without undue experimentation. 

Applicant can amend the specification and drawings by sending the Office a signed 
letter directing the Office to make the specified alterations. Amendments are governed by 37 
CFR 1.121. Amendments to the specification may be made by either adding, deleting or 
replacing a paragraph, by replacing a section, or by a substitute specification. To delete, 
replace or add a paragraph the following must be included: 

(i) An instruction, which unambiguously identifies the location, to delete one or more 
paragraphs of the specification, replace a paragraph with one or more replacement 
paragraphs, or add one or more paragraphs; 

(ii) The full text of any replacement paragraph with markings to show all the changes 
relative to the previous version of the paragraph. The text of any added subject matter 
must be shown by underlining the added text. The text of any deleted matter must be 
shown by strike-through except that double brackets placed before and after the deleted 
characters may be 

used to show deletion of five or fewer consecutive characters. The text of any deleted 
subject matter must be shown by being placed within double brackets if strikethrough 
cannot be easily perceived; 

(iii) The full text of any added paragraphs without any underlining; and; 

(iv) The text of a paragraph to be deleted must not be presented with strike-through 
or placed within double brackets. The instruction to delete may identify a paragraph by 
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its paragraph number or include a few words from the beginning, and end, of the 
paragraph, if needed for paragraph identification purposes. 

To make an amendment by substitute specification the following must be provided: 

(i) An instruction to replace the specification; and 

(ii) A substitute specification in compliance with §§ 1.125(b) and (c). 

Amendments to a claim must be made by rewriting the entire claim with all changes 
(e.g., additions and deletions) as indicated in this subsection, except when the claim is being 
canceled. Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, cancellation 
of an existing claim or addition of a new claim, must include a complete listing of all claims 
ever presented, including the text of all pending and withdrawn claims, in the application. The 
claim listing, including the text of the claims, in the amendment document will serve to replace 
all prior versions of the claims, in the application. In the claim listing, the status of every claim 
must be indicated after its claim number by using one of the following identifiers in a 
parenthetical expression: (Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), (Withdrawn), (Previously 
presented), (New), and (Not entered). All of the claims presented in a claim listing shall be 
presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive claims having the same status of 
"canceled" or "not entered" may be aggregated into one statement (e.g., Claims 1-5 (canceled)). 

The claim listing shall commence on a separate sheet of the amendment document and 
the sheet(s) that contain the text of any part of the claims shall not contain any other part of 
the amendment. All claims being currently amended in an amendment paper shall be 
presented in the claim listing, indicate a status of "currently amended," and be submitted with 
markings to indicate the changes that have been made relative to the immediate prior version 
of the claims. The text of any added subject matter must be shown by underlining the added 
text . The text of any deleted matter must be shown by otrilce through except that double 
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brackets placed before and after the deleted characters may be used to show deletion of Ave or 
fewer consecutive characters. The text of any deleted subject matter must be shown by being 
placed within double brackets if strike-through cannot be easily perceived. Only claims having 
the status of Currently amended,* or "withdrawn" if also being amended, shall include 
markings. If a withdrawn claim is currently amended, its status in the claim listing may be 
identified as "withdrawn — currently amended.* The text of all pending claims not being 
currently amended shall be presented in the claim listing in clean version, i.e., without any 
markings in the presentation of text. The presentation of a clean version of amy claim having 
the status of "original,* "withdrawn* or "previously presented" will constitute an assertion that 
it has not been changed relative to the immediate prior version, except to omit markings that 
may have been present in the immediate prior version of the claims of the status of 
"withdrawn* or "previously presented.* Any claim added by amendment must be indicated with 
the status of "new* and presented in clean version, i.e., without any underlining. 

See 37 CFR 1.121. Sample amendments and common question and answers are posted 
at: 

http://www.uspto.gov/web/ofnces/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/moreinfoamdtprac.ht 
m 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert J. Utama whose telephone number is (571) 272-1676. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezutto can be reached on (571)272-6996. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300; 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



RONALD LANEAU 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




